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Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: Not Applicable 

Trailers: 

Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Unrestricted. 
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Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Evolution ofn Grace is classified as unrestricted. 

The book is a legitimate artistic endeavor which presents the work of Jock Sturges. 
Sturges uses naked young women and girls as his subjects. He selects his models 
from a naturist setting using the backdrops of domestic, wilderness and beach 
environments. The models gaze out of the frame, confronting the viewer, rather than 
drawing them in or 'seducing' them. The photographer uses no disingenuous motives 
to give any erotic cues to entice the viewer's arousal at the young people's nudity. A 
disclaimer introduces the photographic works by rejecting any misinterpretation of the 
children's and young persons' nudity as having sexual intent. Thus, the publication is 
not considered to promote or support, or tend to promote or support, the exploitation of 
children or young persons for sexual purposes or to exploit the nudity of children or 
young persons. 

The Classification Office sought the opinion of experts under s21 (1) of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 regarding this publication. The 
experts consulted were of the opinion that the publication is a quality artistic production 
in which the artist works with the female nude, using girls and young women as his 
subjects in an authentic manner. 

Given that no injury is likely to be caused to the public good by the book’s availability, 
the rights and freedoms outlined in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 will not be 
impinged upon. 
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